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Book Jacket: 
DEWEY is the heartwarming story of Dewey 
Readmore Books, the beloved library cat of 
Spencer, Iowa, as told by his owner and companion 
of nineteen years, Vicki Myron, the librarian who 
found him on a frigid January morning when he 
was abandoned as a kitten in the book drop slot. It 
is also the story of a remarkable small town, which 
burned down at the beginning of the Depression, 
only to rebuild itself, and which was almost 
shuttered during the farm crisis of the 1980s, 
before regrouping and rededicating itself to small 
town American values. Dewey's local charm and 
worldwide fame became a symbol of hope for this 
recovering town. Through Dewey's antics, we come 
to know and love many of the colorful and inspiring people of Spencer. But perhaps the most 
inspiring person in Spencer is Vicki Myron herself, a single mother who survived the 
bankruptcy of her family farm and working in a box factory to put two of her brothers through 
college to become one of the leaders of the Iowa library system. Dewey is one lovable, 
roguish cat who managed to transform an entire town and inspire people across the globe.  
  
The Author: 
VICKI MYRON grew up on a family farm in northwest Iowa. She began as an assistant librarian 
at the Spencer library. Within a few years, she was promoted to director of the library. As a 
single mother, Vicky worked towards a masters degree for librarians during weekends and 
nights. It was then that she met Dewey, who made his home at the library and kept her 
company late nights while she studied. 
 
Critique (by Publisher’s Weekly): 
In a world where a bad dog topped bestseller lists for years, it's inevitable that a library cat 
would soon make a bid to win the hearts of a nation. According to Mayron, this has already 
happened. Dewey is not bad, just occasionally mischievous enough to provide opportunities 
for the narrator to coo. Suzanne Toren wholeheartedly devotes herself to the first-person 
account of the author's travels with Dewey and only occasionally meanders into the sugar 
bowl. Dewey's story is a testament to how something small with a big heart can have an 
incalculable effect on a community. Anyone with at least one cat is guaranteed to get a lump 
in his or her throat as the orange fluff-ball connects with a severely disabled girl in one 
particularly affecting scene, memorably brought to life by Toren in her librarian persona. 


